
                      OUR APPROACH TO GOD  
  

  PRELUDE      

  VOTUM    

     Our help is in the name of the Lord who made the heavens and the earth. 

     Amen. 
GATHERING SONG  ‘How Great Thou Art’  (Paul Baloche) 

 Verse 1 

O Lord my God 

When I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the worlds 

Thy hands have made 

I see the stars 

I hear the rolling thunder 

Thy pow'r thru'out 

The universe displayed 

Chorus 

Then sings my soul 

My Savior God to Thee 

How great Thou art 

How great Thou art 

Then sings my soul 

My Savior God to Thee 

How great Thou art 

How great Thou art 

Verse 2 

And when I think 

That God His Son not sparing 

Sent Him to die 

I scarce can take it in 

That on the cross 

My burden gladly bearing 

He bled and died 

To take away my sin   Chorus 

Verse 3 

When Christ shall come 

With shout of acclamation 

And take me home 

What joy shall fill my heart 

Then I shall bow 

In humble adoration 

And there proclaim 

My God how great Thou art   Chorus 

 

   CALL TO WORSHIP  

     The Holy One, defender of the poor and needy, calls us to gather now. 

     We come, thankful to be a part of this family of faith. 



     God knows us well and calls us by name. 

     We hear our name and respond to God’s call. The love of Christ urges us on! 

  THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

     Lord, forgive us when we see Your miracles all around us and still doubt Your power,  

     presence and love. Forgive us when we treat this world and each other with careless  

     indifference or with malice. You, who have created the most wondrous things from the  

     smallest of particles, can create in our hearts confidence and hope. From our lives You can  

     fashion the most delightful miracles that can serve You through acts of mercy and  

     kindness. Free us, Lord, to receive Your blessings and, having received them, to find the  

     numerous ways in which we can serve You. Heal our wounded hearts. Hear our cries.  

     Come to us and bring us home. It is in Jesus’ name that we pray. Amen. 

  WORDS OF ASSURANCE    

  SUMMARY OF THE LAW    

  CHILDREN’S TIME 

  HYMN #42    ‘Seek Ye First’ 

   Verse 1 

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 

And His righteousness 

And all these things shall be added unto you 

Allelu, Alleluia 

 Verse 2 

Ask and it shall be given unto you 

Seek and ye shall find 

Knock and it shall be opened unto you 

Allelu, Alleluia 

    

THE WORD OF GOD 
  SCRIPTURE LESSON       Mark 4:26-34 

  
26

 He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the  

ground, 
27

and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he 

does not know how. 
28

The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the 

full grain in the head. 
29

But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, 

because the harvest has come.’  

 
30

 He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 

will we use for it? 
31

It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the 

smallest of all the seeds on earth; 
32

yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the 

greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make 

nests in its shade.’  

 
33 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 

it; 
34

he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to 

his disciples.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord        

  Thanks be to God. 

   SERMON       Ryan T Nace 
 



OUR RESPONSE TO GOD  
   RECOGNITION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

   PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

     Holy God, magnificent, sustainer of the future, receive these gifts, we pray. Through our  

     offering, help us know in some surprising way that You are bringing into being something  

     wonderful and new. Lord, hear our prayer. Amen. 

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 

   THE DOXOLOGY       

     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 

     Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 

   HYMN #353   ‘A Shelter in the Time of Storm’ 

  Verse 1 

The Lord’s our Rock, in Him we hide, 

A Shelter in the time of storm; 

Secure whatever ill betide, 

A Shelter in the time of storm. 

Refrain 

Oh, Jesus is a Rock in a weary land, 

A weary land, a weary land; 

Oh, Jesus is a Rock in a weary land, 

A Shelter in the time of storm. 

 Verse 2 

A shade by day, defense by night, 

A Shelter in the time of storm; 

No fears alarm, no foes afright, 

A Shelter in the time of storm. 

 Verse 3 

The raging storms may round us beat, 

A Shelter in the time of storm 

We’ll never leave our safe retreat, 

A Shelter in the time of storm. 

Verse 4 

O Rock divine, O Refuge dear, 

A Shelter in the time of storm; 

Be Thou our Helper ever near, 

A Shelter in the time of storm. 

   BENEDICTION       

   POSTLUDE        
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