
                      OUR APPROACH TO GOD 
  

  

  PRELUDE      

  VOTUM   

 Our help is in the name of the Lord who made the heavens and the earth. 

 Amen. 

  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

     The Son of Man is coming, but about that day and hour no one knows,  

     Neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
     Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.  

     Therefore be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.  We light the  

     first candle of Advent to remind us to keep awake and be ready. 
GATHERING SONG     ‘Here I Am to Worship’  (Tim Hughes) 

Verse 1 

Light of the world 

You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes let me see 

Beauty that made 

This heart adore You 

Hope of a life spent with You 

Chorus 

So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

And You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

Verse 2 

King of all days 

Oh so highly exalted 

Glorious in heaven above 

Humbly You came 

To the earth You created 

All for love's sake became poor  Chorus 

Bridge 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross  Chorus 

  CALL TO WORSHIP  

     If only the heavens would tear open and God would come down! 

     The mountains would shake and tremble — all earth would stand in awe! 
     People have turned their backs on God, believing that they, under their own power, can right  

     all wrongs. 

     We have failed miserably when we depend only on ourselves. 
     Be with us, O Lord. Tear open our hearts and pour Your love into our lives. 

     Give us confidence in You, for You are always with us. 



  THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

     We cry out, ‘make it easy for us to figure out’, as we seek signs of God’s presence. We want  

     it simple. Just tell us and we can take the proper precautions. There are signs all around of  

     God’s presence among us – both in that which has been created and in the newness of  

     creation of everyday living. Forgive us, merciful God, when we spend so much time looking  

     for the broken things in life. Focus our attention on ways in which we can be of service  

     with whatever time we have. Forgive us when we seek the darkness of anger and fear and  

     turn our backs on the light of possibilities and peace. Open our hearts once again to Your  

     redeeming love and transforming peace, for we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.    

  WORDS OF ASSURANCE    

  SUMMARY OF THE LAW     

  ANTHEM    

  CHILDREN’S TIME 

  HYMN #120   ‘The Advent of Our God’ 

   Verse 1 

 The advent of our King 

our prayers must now employ, 

and we must hymns of welcome sing 

in strains of holy joy. 

  Verse 2 

  The everlasting Son 

incarnate deigns to be; 

himself a servant's form puts on, 

to set his servants free. 

 Verse 3 

 All glory to the Son 

who comes to set us free, 

with Father, Spirit, ever One, 

through all eternity. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
  SCRIPTURE LESSON  Mark 13:24-37 

24 ‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon 

will not give its light, 
25

 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 

heavens will be shaken. 
26

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with 

great power and glory. 
27

Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 

four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  

28 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 

puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 
29

So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 
30

Truly I tell you, this generation 

will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 
31

Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will not pass away.  

32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. 
33

Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 

come. 
34

It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 



charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 
35

Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, 

in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 
36

or else he may find you 

asleep when he comes suddenly. 
37

And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’  

 

This is the Word of the Lord        

  Thanks be to God. 

   SERMON           Ryan T Nace 

  

  

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 
  

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 

   HYMN    ‘Hosanna’    (Brooke Ligertwood) 

Verse 1 

I see the King of glory 

Coming on the clouds with fire 

The whole earth shakes 

The whole earth shakes 

I see His love and mercy  

Washing over all our sin 

The people sing 

The people sing 

Chorus 

Hosanna hosanna 

Hosanna in the highest 

Hosanna hosanna 

Hosanna in the highest 

Verse 2 

I see a generation 

Rising up to take their place 

With selfless faith 

With selfless faith 

I see a near revival 

Stirring as we pray and seek 

We're on our knees 

We're on our knees  Chorus 

Bridge 

Heal my heart and make it clean 

Open up my eyes to the things unseen 

Show me how to love like You have loved me 

Break my heart for what breaks Yours 

Everything I am for Your Kingdom's cause 

As I walk from earth into eternity  Chorus 

   BENEDICTION     

   POSTLUDE                                      


