
                      OUR APPROACH TO GOD  
  

  PRELUDE      

  VOTUM   

 Our help is in the name of the Lord who made the heavens and the earth. 

 Amen. 

GATHERING SONG   ‘Hallelujah (Your love is amazing)’  (Brenton Brown) 

   Chorus 

 Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah 

 Your love makes me sing 

 Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah 

 Your love makes me sing 

 Verse 1 

 Your love is amazing 

 Steady and unchanging 

 Your love is a mountain 

 Firm beneath my feet 

 Your love is a mystery 

 How you gently lift me 

 When I am surrounded 

 Your love carries me   (Chorus) 

 Verse 2 

 Your love is surprising 

 I can feel it rising 

 All the joy that’s growing 

 Deep inside of me 

 Ev’ry time I see You 

 All Your goodness shines through 

 I can feel this God song 

 Rising up in me   (Chorus) 

  CALL TO WORSHIP  

     We are called to be God’s children. 

     God’s love has been poured on us through Jesus Christ! 
     Fear and doubt are gone! 

     Joy and celebration ring still in our hearts! 
     Come, let us raise our voices in praise! 

     Let us offer our hearts and souls to God in prayer and praise.  
  THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

     Gracious God, You give to us Your greatest gift, Your Son Jesus Christ, as we still don’t  

     understand what is going on. You call us to be people of courage and hope, and yet we run  

     and hide, doubting and fearing. You challenge us to proclaim our faith; but we huddle in  

     darkness whispering our words of discouragement. Shake us up, Lord! Forgive us when we  

     seem to need prodding over and over again. Help us to see the presence of Jesus in our  

     lives, and remind us of all that he taught us, to help us to live as disciples, serving You by  

     serving others. Change us! Remold us! Make us truly the disciples You have called us to  

     be.  It is in Jesus’ name that we do pray.  Amen. 



  WORDS OF ASSURANCE    

  SUMMARY OF THE LAW  

  CHILDREN’S TIME 

  HYMN #213    ‘Because He Lives’ 

   Verse 1 

God sent His son, they called Him Jesus 

He came to love, heal, and forgive. 

He lived and died to buy my pardon, 

An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives. 

Refrain 
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow. 

Because He lives, All fear is gone. 

Because I know He holds the future, 

And life is worth the living just because He lives. 

Verse 2 
How sweet to hold a newborn baby, 

And feel the pride and joy he gives. 

But greater still the calm assurance, 

This child can face uncertain days because He lives. (Refrain) 

Verse 3 
And then one day I'll cross the river, 

I'll fight life's final war with pain. 

And then as death gives way to victory, 

I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives. (Refrain) 

  

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
  SCRIPTURE LESSON  I John 3:1-24  

  3
 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God;  

and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 

him. 
2
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 

What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as 

he is. 
3
And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.  

 
4
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 

5
You 

know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 
6
No one who 

abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 
7
Little children, 

let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 

righteous. 
8
Everyone who commits sin is a child of the devil; for the devil has been 

sinning from the beginning. The Son of God was revealed for this purpose, to destroy the 

works of the devil. 
9
Those who have been born of God do not sin, because God’s seed 

abides in them; they cannot sin, because they have been born of God. 
10

The children of 

God and the children of the devil are revealed in this way: all who do not do what is right 

are not from God, nor are those who do not love their brothers and sisters.  

 11 For this is the message you have heard from the beginning, that we should love 

one another. 
12

We must not be like Cain who was from the evil one and murdered his 

brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s 



righteous. 
13

Do not be astonished, brothers and sisters, that the world hates you. 
14

We 

know that we have passed from death to life because we love one another. Whoever does 

not love abides in death. 
15

All who hate a brother or sister are murderers, and you know 

that murderers do not have eternal life abiding in them. 
16

We know love by this, that he 

laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 
17

How 

does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in 

need and yet refuses help?  

 18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 
19

And 

by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 
20

whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 

everything. 
21

Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 
22

and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do 

what pleases him.  

 23 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 

Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 
24

All who obey his 

commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides 

in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.  

  

This is the Word of the Lord        

  Thanks be to God. 

   SERMON       Ryan T Nace 

  

  

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 
  

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 

   HYMN   ‘Amazing Grace (My chains are gone)’  (Chris Tomlin)  

 Verse 1 

 Amazing grace how sweet the sound 

 That saved a wretch like me 

 I once was lost but now I’m found 

 Was blind but now I see 

 Verse 2 

 ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

 And grace my fears relieved 

 How precious did that grace appear 

 The hour I first believed 

 Chorus 

 My chains are gone I’ve been set free 

 My God my Savior has ransomed me 

 And like a flood His mercy rains 

 Unending love amazing grace 

 Verse 3 

 The Lord has promised good to me 

 His word my hope secures 

 He will my shield and portion be 

 As long as life endures   (Chorus) 

 Verse 4  



 The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 

 The sun forbear to shine 

 But God who called me here below 

 Will be forever mine 

 Ending 

 Will be forever mine 

 You are forever mine 

 

   BENEDICTION       

   POSTLUDE        
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