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Mark 9:30-37 

Intro 

This morning’s passage is one of those moments when we are able to remember just how 

human the people who followed Jesus were.  Yes, they were called by Jesus to follow him…and 

they were still trying to take what they were hearing and allow it to truly shape their context, 

instead of their context shaping what they were hearing.  The following verses very much fit into 

the latter.  The disciples were absolutely going through their own variation of navigating a ‘new 

normal’ and how doing so is…challenging.  The way we hear that through these verses is by 

Jesus calling out those closest to him for arguing about who was going to have the most power 

and influence once the kingdom of God was able to truly reign.   

Now mind you, the disciples are also hearing how Jesus will be betrayed into human 

hands, and will be killed, but their contextual prism is so strong that they are able to take what 

should be a contextual reframer and put it to the side in favor of incorporating Jesus rising again 

into the whole idea of the kingdom of God being synonymous with the kingdom of Israel, you 

know with the disciples sitting pretty darn close to the main throne that Jesus would be sitting on 

(the whole concept of a rising tide raising all ships is very much in play here).     

The next few steps of the new normal are being revealed, and yet it is so easy, so natural, 

for the disciples to lean back into what they know, the constructs that they are used to. 

Any guesses on how we respond in similar circumstances?  Exactly!  We are the 

disciples…the disciples are us. 

My question is this: how do we counteract those inclinations to shape God to our 

expectations, as opposed to allowing and even empowering God to reshape them?  The scripture 

reads this way.   

Mark 9:30-37   
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30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know 

it; 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to be betrayed into 

human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.’ 32But 

they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.  

33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, ‘What 

were you arguing about on the way?’ 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with 

one another about who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 

‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.’ 36Then he took a little child and 

put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37‘Whoever welcomes one such 

child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who 

sent me.’  

‘Influencing the Frame’ 

 This past week I was able to sit around the table in Fellowship Hall with a few other 

pastors from the area and what I heard were multiple variations on the theme of congregations 

trying to figure out how to get back: back to when they were well attended, back to when their 

ministries were thriving, back to when they were the heart of their respective community, back to 

when they knew what they were supposed to do to get people to be interested in what they were 

doing and offering. 

 I know that I have very much had similar thoughts at different points in my time of 

serving as a minister, thoughts that ultimately get boiled down to, what can we do to get back to 

where we want to be. 

 Quick question: as you hear that sentiment, (what can we do to get back to where we 

want to be?), is there anyone that’s…missing?   Anything that’s absent from the equation? 
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 For any of you who thought, ‘God’, that’s very much where my heart and mind go.  

There are way to many days, in way too many ways when the context of how we see the church 

is through our religiosity (you know, the human constructs of doing church) as opposed to our 

faithfulness (which is our willingness to follow God in whatever directions are breaking forth 

before us).  Too often, people in the church become focused on the church instead of the work of 

the church. 

 What we hear in our passage this morning is its own reflection of that reality, where the 

disciples are beginning to hear the direction that God is going to be leading them, is going to be 

leading all people, and then end up focusing on the way that it was, and really, the way that they 

want it to be.  They hear Jesus describing the coming of the kingdom of God (even with 

revelations of Jesus dying, confusing as that absolutely was), and they immediately go to a place 

of figuring out who’s going to be the most influential in the new kingdom that is to come, you 

know, as they sit in their seats of leadership in the new palaces and temples that will clearly be 

constructed in Jerusalem.   

 The disciples are allowing their context of life to be shaped by their religiosity instead of 

by their faithfulness and devotion to the One they have committed to following. 

 So what happens? 

 Jesus calls them out on it by describing how their context of seeing the kingdom that is to 

come, should not be through seats of power, respect, or influence that may be achieved, but 

instead by the love that is able to be shown.   

Hear again what Jesus says,  ‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of 

all.’ Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 
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‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 

welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’   

Welcoming a child in the world that the disciples were a part of made absolutely no 

sense.  Kids were there to serve the parents and through their growth in maturity become 

reminders to the world of the influence that their parents had in raising them. 

Jesus is saying that their context should begin to change and it begins by welcoming, 

elevating, and yes, serving, even the least, and not because there will be any sort of reward or 

self-aggrandizement.  That is the way of God and that is The Way that the disciples, that each 

and every one of us, that all those who profess to follow Jesus, need to move toward. 

Our context cannot be about shoring up any religious constructs, whether that be for 

ourselves personally, or in regard to any particular community of faith.   

It’s not about us.   

Instead, our context must be about sharing the love of God, with every one, every 

time, always.  

 For example, the last few weeks I have been pounding the drum pretty regularly about 

looking forward to see you in church, because I have very much been trying to plant a seed that 

even with livestreaming and with Covid still around, we can find ways to be with one another by 

caring for one another. 

 And then this week, in addition to inviting folks to worship, I’m also inviting you to a 

one-day mission trip…that’s happening at the same time as worship!  Seems a little counter 

intuitive especially in regard to increasing in-person attendance, doesn’t it?   

 It is, when our contextual frame is making sure that the church is built up. 
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 But that shouldn’t be our frame…and in this instance we were able to display that it isn’t, 

or at the very least we’re working intentionally to make sure that we are working toward a 

contextual frame of faithfulness, where showing the love of God comes first.   

Yes, worship is vitally important, and if that does not emerge from a place of faithfulness, 

then all it’s pointing to is us instead of the God to whom we say we declare our allegiance.     

So, as we talked about last week, be prayerful in all things, including the desire to have 

God hold you to account so that the world that you are looking to build up in one that genuinely 

reflects the love and light of Jesus Christ.  Be willing to serve in ways that may different from 

how you have seen yourself or how the world has seen you.  Be forgiving of yourself when you 

have the missteps that will invariably come, and lastly trust that the God who is calling us to 

reorient our contextual frames, will lead us through all of it, the comfortable and the 

uncomfortable, the known and the unknown, the easy and absolutely the hard. 

The God whom we have been led to worship is in the process of reframing what and who 

we see as important and valuable: this needs to be a part of our new normal.  Embrace it, and 

allow it to embrace you. 

How will you serve…today?   

After Sermon Prayer 

 God, we thank You for another reminder of who You are and whom You are leading us 

to become.  Shape us Lord, so that our context becomes ever more focused on faithfulness to 

You, showing and sharing Your love with all.  It is in Jesus’ name that we do pray.  Amen.       

   

 


