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Judges 6:11-16, 36-40 

Intro 

So an interesting thing happened after using last Sunday’s illustrative example of 

recognizing, remembering, and sharing the rainbows of God’s presence, promise, and 

perseverance in your life…I started to hear about some of them! 

Now mind you, there are more than a few of you who reach out and express your 

gratitude for an idea that came up in a message or a way that something in the worship service 

made you feel.   

But what happened this time (especially after some of you read my lead-in line to the 

mid-week update) was that you started to share your perspectives, your appreciation of God, with 

me.  And that felt like a tug from the Holy Spirit to head down the rainbow rabbit hole a little 

further. 

What we are about to hear is a story that many of us know from growing up in the church 

and having it taught to us in Sunday School.   

However, as I read and thought about it from my current adult perspective, I realized that 

what I remembered being taught, was not the lesson that I should have carried with me.  The 

story is still very important, just not in the way that gets all the headlines. 

So, how many of you know the story of Gideon?  A few of us know the name. 

How about the story of someone asking for God to prove God’s-self by either making a 

fleece of wool soaking wet…or completely dry?  There we go…I’ve got a few more of you. 

Well, let me give a little bit more of the story (because it was a needed refresher course 

for me as well…and I’m supposed to know all these stories!). 

After entering into the Promised Land under the leadership of Joshua, and prior to the 

Israelites being ruled by a king (Saul, David, and Solomon),  Israel existed as a loose 
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confederation of family tribes that did their own thing, until doing their own thing ended up 

leaving them separated from God and being oppressed by one of the numerous neighbors who 

were all around that part of the world.  The Israelites would cry out (much like we hear 

articulated prior to the events of Moses and the Exodus), and God would respond by appointing 

an individual to eliminate the oppressor and hold the Israelites to account.   

Our story starts that way at the beginning of chapter 6 with the Israelites being under the 

thumb of the Midianites for the last seven years because they had done ‘that which was evil in 

the sight of the Lord’.  They cry out.  God responds, ‘You are my people…and you haven’t been 

listening to me.’  He then appoints Gideon to become a judge to free the Israelites from their 

oppression and to bring them back into relationship with God.  Gideon, well, he’s not so sure 

about this (that’s the opening portion of our passage), but follows the leading of God and is able 

to experience the presence, promise and perseverance of God.  He has a rainbow moment.   

But he’s still worried.  So he does what God asks him to do…under the cover of darkness 

so that no one would see him do it.  How do you think that went?  Exactly: they caught video of 

him on a ring camera (or somebody had to get up to go to the bathroom at 1:46 in the morning 

and saw him) and the Midianites were angry.  They prepared for a battle and Gideon started 

calling in all the family favors he could to create a fighting force to go up against the Midianites.  

That is where the second half of the scripture picks up.   

Remember, Gideon has already begun to experience the rainbows of God’s presence, 

promise, and perseverance.  God has promised him that he will defeat the oppressors.   

My question is this: when are you willing to following the leading of God?  Is it after 

seeing a rainbow…or seeing enough rainbows?  The scripture reads this way.  

Judges 6:11-16, 36-41             
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11 Now the angel of the Lord came and sat under the oak at Ophrah, which belonged to 

Joash the Abiezrite, as his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press, to hide it from 

the Midianites. 
12

The angel of the Lord appeared to him and said to him, ‘The Lord is with you, 

you mighty warrior.’ 
13

Gideon answered him, ‘But sir, if the Lord is with us, why then has all 

this happened to us? And where are all his wonderful deeds that our ancestors recounted to us, 

saying, “Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?” But now the Lord has cast us off, and given 

us into the hand of Midian.’ 
14

Then the Lord turned to him and said, ‘Go in this might of yours 

and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian; I hereby commission you.’ 
15

He responded, ‘But sir, 

how can I deliver Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.’ 

16
The Lord said to him, ‘But I will be with you, and you shall strike down the Midianites, every 

one of them.’  

36 Then Gideon said to God, ‘In order to see whether you will deliver Israel by my hand, 

as you have said, 
37

I am going to lay a fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if there is dew on 

the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know that you will deliver Israel by 

my hand, as you have said.’ 
38

And it was so. When he rose early next morning and squeezed the 

fleece, he wrung enough dew from the fleece to fill a bowl with water. 
39

Then Gideon said to 

God, ‘Do not let your anger burn against me, let me speak one more time; let me, please, make 

trial with the fleece just once more; let it be dry only on the fleece, and on all the ground let there 

be dew.’ 
40

And God did so that night. It was dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground there 

was dew. 

‘Seeing (not seeking enough) Rainbows’ 

 This past Tuesday, at the beginning of the mid-week update, I asked the following 

question, ‘how have you seen the rainbows of God in your life over the last few days?’ 
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 That night, Jen shares with me, that our daughter Amanda is reading through that email 

after a hectic and stressful day at work and receives the following message from one of her co-

workers, a co-worker who is anything but effusive: ‘I am applauding you for creating rainbows’.  

O yeah, it was preceded by a rainbow emoji. 

 The next morning, I received the following: ‘I saw the "rainbows of God" the other day 

while skiing and tobogganing.’, which followed not long after by another email, ‘I find myself 

thinking about how God moves in my life when I'm outside of my normal day to day places and 

routine.  For me it has to do with nature, the sky, light.  Walks in the evening, on a clear night, 

with the stars and moon lighting the way, is my favorite time for contemplation and prayer.  It's 

when I feel closest to God.’. 

 It feels like many of us are able to experience the presence, promise, and perseverance in 

a variety of different ways. 

 But I also know (looking no further than the example of my own life) there are way too 

many times when the world has got me so swamped that, at my best, I feel like Gideon going, 

‘look, God, I know that you’re all powerful and ever-present,…but can you prove to me that’s 

the case?  Like in a few ways that are so blatantly obvious that even I wouldn’t miss them?’ 

 See here’s the thing about this portion of the story of Gideon: what he did, how he 

responded, it’s not supposed to become the model for how we act.  Putting a fleece out, or using 

the imagery that we have been drawn to, demanding a rainbow, in order to assuage any and all 

concern that we may have as to what we should do next, is not faithful: that is a response that 

arises out of doubt and fear. 

 And that is so not how my Sunday school mind remembers this story.   
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Instead, how I remember this story being taught was as an illustration of God’s 

miraculous power.  I remember the story being used to highlight another one of God’s rainbows. 

As I look at it now, as it settles into my heart and mind now, what it declares to me is that 

the rainbows of God are going to be in the midst of our lives.  It is to our benefit to remain 

diligent in our consciousness of those moments of recognizing God’s presence, promise, and 

perseverance (yes, we should look out for them), but the rainbows (or lack thereof) should not 

become the delineator as to our action or inaction, or willingness or unwillingness. 

Remember, like Gideon, God has already whispered into our lives in such a way that we 

have been led to say, ‘I believe’ (we wouldn’t be here in worship if there wasn’t the case at some 

level).  We know the magnetic north direction that God has provided for us in our lives (love 

God with all you’ve got and neighbor as God loved you using the skills, talents, and interests that 

the Creator of all has blessed you with).   

That seed has been planted and, at some level, is at work in your life.   

The rainbows are the reminders that magnetic north is still true, even when we’re stuck in 

a period of life that is feeling less than blessed. 

That’s why we started the service out by inviting you to share some of those rainbow 

experiences with each other.   

Because, like we talked about last week, that sharing of our story, that sharing of our 

journey with God, that sharing of a rainbow moment can be received in someone else’s life to 

provide them the reassurance that God is real, and eternal, and present right now…even when it 

doesn’t feel like it because of the circumstances of life.   

So what are some of those rainbow moments…for you? 
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We are meant to see (and, when it makes sense, share) the rainbows of our lives, not seek 

out enough of them to prove to us that God does give two shakes about us.   

Rainbows are not a diving rod of human direction.   

They are a reassurance of the seed of faith that is being planted, has already been planted, 

the seed of faith that is now taking firmer root. 

So we share them.  Not so much for our own benefit (even though there is) but so much 

more to reassure those whom we are gathered with in worship this morning, that the God whom 

we worship right now, is a God whose presence, promise, and perseverance is actively at work in 

all our lives. 

 Keep your eyes up and your ears alert.  Allow your mind to be open and your heart 

willing to receive.  The rainbows from God will be there, in small ways and large ways alike.  

Do not demand them or expect them at your whim and on your timeline.   

Instead, receive them, and cherish them as the gifts from God they are.   

And then, maybe in a moment like this one, share them, allowing God to reassure all 

those who will listen of His presence, promise, and perseverance.     

After Sermon Prayer 

 Holy and gracious God, we thank You for the rainbows that You have led us to 

experience in our lives.  And we thank you for moments such as this one, when we are reminded 

through the rainbows of our friends and neighbors that Your presence, promise, and 

perseverance are in our lives…even when we are struggling to be embraced by that reality.  

Lord, help us to see (not seek enough) of Your rainbows in our lives.  It is in Jesus’ name that we 

pray.   Amen.  


